Fall-Winter 2008 Legislation

ACCIDENT REPORTS
HB-5907 - Accident Report - $1,500 – Amends the vehicle accident reporting provision of the Illinois Vehicle Code to change the minimum amount of vehicle damage which requires an accident report submitted to IDOT from $500 to $1,500; however, the $500 minimum stays in place if any of the vehicles involved in the accident are not covered by a liability insurance policy. Public Act 95-0754 – Effective 01/01/09.

SB-2391 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to allow the Department of Transportation to furnish copies of its written accident reports to local agencies that are engaged in highway safety research and studies. Public Act 95-0757 – Effective 07/25/08.

ALCOHOL/IGNITION INTERLOCK
SB-2231 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to require wine bottles opened but resealed for removal and transportation from a restaurant to be transported in the trunk of a vehicle or behind the last upright seat of a vehicle with no trunk. Current law allows the transportation of resealed bottles in the passenger compartment of a vehicle. Makes further changes to the Liquor Control Act of 1934. Public Act 95-0847 – Effective 08/15/08.

SB-2294 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to provide that any person convicted of a second violation of driving a motor vehicle while one’s license or permit is revoked or suspended shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony and shall serve a minimum term of imprisonment of 30 days or 300 hours of community service, if the original revocation or suspension was for leaving the scene of an accident or DUI. Public Act 95-0991 Effective 06/09/09.

SB-2295 - Monitoring Device Permit – Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to clarify issuance and set fees for the issuance of a monitoring device driving permit to DUI offenders. Public Act 95-0855 – Effective 01/01/09.

SB-2396 - Restricted Driving Permit/Ignition Interlock – Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to provide that a person issued a restricted driving permit may transport children living in the person’s household to and from daycare. It also increases the fee for an ignition interlock device to an amount not to exceed $30 (rather than $20) per month, payable to the Secretary of State DUI Administration Fund. Public Act 95-0848 – Effective 01/01/09.

SB-2494 - DUI – Out of State – Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to add offenders cited for DUI under out-of-state or other statutes to those who will be charged with a Class 4 felony if they get a second DUI while their license is still suspended or revoked for the first DUI. 
Public Act 95-0778 – Effective 08/04/08.

EMERGENCY VEHICLES
HB-4203 - Amends the Criminal Code to allow a judge or jury to infer that a defendant’s act was “reckless homicide” if the defendant also violated the failure to yield to a stationary emergency vehicle (Scott’s Law). The penalty for such a reckless homicide is a Class 2 felony, for which a person, if sentenced to a term of imprisonment, shall be sentenced to a term of not less than 3 years or more than 14 years. Public Act 95-0884–Effective 01/01/09.

SCHOOL BUSES
SB-2182 - Railroad Crossing Stop – Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to require the driver of a school bus to open the service door and driver’s window before crossing railroad tracks. 
Public Act 95-0756 - Effective 01/01/09.

TEEN DRIVERS/GRADUATED LICENSES
SB-1930 - Graduated Driver’s License - Safe Ride – Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to allow a 17 year old, who has been licensed for at least 12 months, to drive legally as an assigned driver in a Safe Rides Program, during hours when his or her license would be invalid by Graduated Drivers License provisions. Public Act 95-0747 – Effective 07/22/08.
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