Fall-Winter 2005 Legislation

EXCESSIVE SPEED
HB-0767 - Amends the Unified Code of Corrections. The bill allows the court to impose a more severe sentence in cases of reckless homicide or DUI when the offender was also operating a vehicle in excess of 20 miles per hour over the posted speed limit. Signed by the Governor 
PA-94-0131, Effective 07/07/05

HB-3648 - Amends the Unified Code of Corrections. The bill states that the court may consider driving in excess of 20 miles per hour over the posted speed limit as an aggravating factor in the offense of reckless driving or aggravated reckless driving. It also provides that the consideration of sentences of probation or conditional discharge does not apply to offenders charged with a misdemeanor or felony under the Illinois Vehicle Code (IVC) or reckless homicide, when the offender was convicted of a misdemeanor or felony under the IVC or reckless homicide within the past 12 months. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0375 – Effective 01/01/06

DISTRACTED DRIVERS
SB-0210 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. The bill provides that a person under the age of 18 years who holds an instruction permit or a graduated license may not use a wireless phone while driving a vehicle on a roadway. It provides that the prohibition does not apply to use of a wireless phone to contact a law enforcement agency, health care provider, or emergency services agency for emergency purposes. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0240 – Effective 07/15/05

HB-0960 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. The bill provides, with the exception of emergency vehicles, that a person may not operate a motor vehicle if any kind of television or video equipment is located in the front seat area of the motor vehicle or is visible to the driver. It states that a person convicted of violating this section is guilty of a petty offense. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0185 –Effective 01/01/06

ALCOHOL & DRUGS
SB-1495 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. The bill encourages the court to sentence an offender, convicted of aggravated DUI which was the cause of death of one or more persons, to a term of imprisonment. It does not actually change the recommended sentences. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0609 – Effective 01/01/06

OCCUPANT PROTECTION
SB-0229 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code and the Child Passenger Protection Act. The bill requires each driver under age 18 to ensure that each front or back seat passenger under the age of 19 (previously 18) is wearing a properly adjusted and fastened safety belt. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0241 –Effective 01/01/06

SCHOOL BUSES
HB-1387 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. The bill requires school bus drivers operating in Illinois to turn off all interior noise making devices when approaching a railroad crossing. All new school buses manufactured on or after January 1, 2006, would have to be equipped with a noise suppression switch capable of turning off noise producing accessories including heater blowers, defroster fans, auxiliary fans and radios. Also adopts by reference, certain Parts of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0519 – Effective 08/10/05
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