Winter 2005 New Alcohol Coordinator Equipped with Experience and Passion
Marti Belluschi

As the new alcohol programs coordinator for IDOT's Division of Traffic Safety, I am very enthusiastic about our plans to make Illinois roadways safer than ever.

My name is Marti Belluschi, and I come to IDOT with a long history of traffic safety advocacy. As a teenager, I was gravely injured when a drunk driver going about 90 miles per hour hit my father's car head-on. I am very blessed to have survived that crash and to be able to work to stop the tragedies of impaired driving.

As background, I was the first Executive Director of MADD in Illinois, and I subsequently served as the DUI Prevention Adviser to the Secretary of State. I am the first DUI crash victim to serve in the position of alcohol programs coordinator, and I hope to use both my victim experience and advocacy background to continue and improve the IDOT programs.

With our goal of saving lives, everything becomes a high priority. Initially we are organizing our efforts in three coordinated areas - the Alcohol Assessment, the Highway Safety Plan programs and the Alcohol Abuse Task Force. We plan to set a strategy to implement recommendations determined by the NHTSA-sponsored Illinois Alcohol Program Assessment. We also plan to review the current Highway Safety Plan, impaired driving prevention and enforcement programs funded by IDOT, to develop an improved dialogue with the program managers and to ensure that programs are having the greatest impact possible.

An exciting new project for us will be work on the recently announced Governor's Alcohol Abuse Task Force. This Task Force will coordinate the alcohol abuse prevention efforts of IDOT, DHS and the State Police to determine the most effective use of our combined knowledge and resources. This will be the first time these agencies have had such a structure for sharing this information.

While I will be based in Chicago, I plan to also spend time in Springfield and travel around the state to work with program managers and traffic safety staff. I hope that Caution! readers will not hesitate to reach out and let us know what they think should and could be done to prevent and deter impaired driving. We are always open to new partners in traffic safety.

I am honored to have the opportunity to work with IDOT and all of our DUI prevention and enforcement partners. I know that I have much to learn, but I also have much to share from my experiences, contacts and network. I am truly a cheerleader for traffic safety, particularly drunk driving prevention, and I look forward to working together to save lives.

MARTI BELLUSCHI
When Marti Belluschi was 15 years old, she was hit and almost killed by a drunk driver. Belluschi’s traumatic experience is one of the reasons she has become such an advocate for teens killed in crashes that involve impaired drivers. Belluschi says these are not accidents but crashes that have predictable outcomes because someone made the choice to get behind the wheel after drinking.

As alcohol coordinator, Marti will lead IDOT’s alcohol awareness efforts and assist the department with its goal to reduce alcohol-related crashes in the state of Illinois.
