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Members of the Governor’s Alcohol Abuse Task Force are working together to address the problems associated with alcohol abuse that impact lives across Illinois, from our very youngest citizens to among our oldest. The task force met for the first time in Springfield May 12, 2005 and will work over the year and a half to identify how state government can better coordinate its alcohol abuse prevention efforts and what new initiatives should be implemented.

Governor Blagojevich created the task force to save and improve the lives of the people of Illinois. It is an unprecedented partnership of state agencies and advocacy groups, chaired by the Tim Martin, Secretary of Transportation, Larry Trent, Director of the Illinois State Police and Carol Adams, Secretary of the Department of Human Services.

The Governor’s Alcohol Abuse Task Force will impact the lives of Illinois citizens by working to reduce impaired driving, domestic violence, alcohol-related injuries and other problems associated with alcohol abuse in general. By creating the task force, alcohol abuse is being recognized as a statewide problem, not a single issue dealt with by a lone agency. The task force will work together to coordinate state government efforts, maximizing efficiency by bringing state agencies together to focus on a common goal. It will identify impacts and increase public awareness of the associated problems and engage the public in working with us to confront alcohol abuse.

In August 2006 the Governor’s Alcohol Abuse Task Force will present a final report on its findings and actions. This final report will include:
• Information about coordinated state efforts and programs
• An outline of a system for ongoing collaboration
• Recommended messages, information and materials
• Reference to the implementation of priority recommendations of the Illinois Impaired Driving
  Re-Assessment and the Illinois Prevention 2000 Plan

The Task Force has begun its work. The members face a daunting challenge, but it is a challenge they are committed to and enthusiastic about meeting.

