Spring-Summer 2007 Impaired Driving Fatality Rate Decreases
The impaired driving fatality rate for Illinois decreased in 2005 from 45 percent to 43 percent according the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) National Center for Statistics and Analysis. The report was released August 22, 2006. There were 1360 fatalities in Illinois in 2005, 580 of those were alcohol related. Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) officials attribute the decrease to many factors, but those having the most impact were campaigns to educate and increase public awareness, increased mobilizations by local and state police which led to the arrest of impaired drivers and enforcement of the safety belt law, passage of the primary safety belt law, and an aggressive law enforcement liaison program which assists state and local law enforcement agencies in enforcing the law.
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