Traffic Enforcement 
    is effective law enforcement

For years, law enforcement officers and officials who are dedicated to traffic enforcement have known this simple fact – traffic enforcement is one of the most effective weapons against crime…period.  A You Drink & Drive. You Lose. roadside safety check (RSC) conducted in east central Illinois on Labor Day proved this fact once again.  The safety check was conducted by the Illinois State Police and its Macon County law enforcement partners.
	
On September 4, 2010, at 12:15 am at the intersection of Lakeshore Drive and 16th Street in Decatur, Illinois, an Illinois State Police officer observed a light gray Cadillac driving slowly and crossing the center line as it was approaching the RSC.  The vehicle was occupied by Jeremiah J. Young, a 37 year old male, who provided an address in Decatur and his passenger Montez Antonio Williams, a 20 year old male, also of Decatur.

The Illinois State Police officer noticed some paper blowing in a slight wind at the location where the Cadillac had just passed.  The paper was not there ten minutes earlier.  Found at that location were fifty-three, $20 bills totaling $1,060.  Both suspects were transported to the Macon County Law Enforcement Center for further questioning.  During a search of the vehicle, a printer was found with linen paper with cotton similar to US currency.  Agents from the United States Secret Service were contacted and interviewed both suspects.  As a result, both suspects were charged with Counterfeiting, Forgery, Possession of Counterfeiting Equipment and Obstruction of Justice (state charges) and federal counterfeiting violations.

This RSC was a joint effort of the Illinois State Police, the Macon County Sheriff’s Office and the Decatur Police Department.

“With the assistance of our local partners, the Macon County Sheriff’s Office and the Decatur Police Department, this is a perfect example of how a RSC not only removes those driving under the influence, but also captures those committing other criminal offenses.  We value our local partnerships and the benefits that are derived from the cooperative relationship with them,” stated Captain Shaver, Administrator of the East Central Illinois police district.
By Shannon Alderman, Alcohol Programs Coordinator
