Fall-winter 2007 Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor
Program Update

As I sit down to write this article, I find it hard to believe that it has been a year and a half since first coming to work for the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) as the state’s first Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor (TSRP). It has been a very busy year, with training prosecutors and law enforcement taking precedence on the agenda.
Also high priorities were determining the status of Standardized Field Sobriety Test (SFST) program in Illinois and improving communication among partners in the criminal justice system.

The advent of Mandatory Continuing Legal Education for attorneys, combined with the fact that the most inexperienced prosecutors typically handle DUI and traffic cases, means that the demand is high for quality training in traffic-related cases. To satisfy this need, I created several one-day trainings that have been presented throughout the state. These include: Practical
DUI: Nuts & Bolts, Advanced DUI: Beyond SFSTs, Criminal Crash Investigation Basics, DUI Practice & Procedure, and Cops in Court: DUI Courtroom Preparation. All of these courses were attended by both prosecutors and law enforcement officers, helping to improve communication between these partners. The single-day format is the most efficient and economical method of providing training to both prosecutors and law enforcement. One day out of the office is manageable for most attorneys and officers.

Additionally, a very special course was made possible this spring by Intoximeter, the manufacturer of Illinois’ primary breath test instrument, the EC-IR. With no cost to the state, John Evans from Intoximeter made two day-long presentations to prosecutors informing them about the inner workings of the instrument and giving them the answers to many of the most common attacks used by the defense. Overall, the TSRP program has provided training for over 100 Illinois prosecutors from more than 55 counties. As stated earlier, law enforcement officers were present at these seminars as well, with their numbers being equally impressive.

Another primary focus of the TSRP Program has been assessing the strength of the SFST program in Illinois and implementing improvements. To this end, DTS invited the National Highway Safety Administration to Illinois to conduct a formal assessment. This revealed several weaknesses regarding SFST training, use at roadside and testimony in court. Some problems were able to be addressed immediately, such as providing all training entities with the most up-to-date version of the SFST training curriculum. Some solutions will be ongoing, such as training prosecutors on the importance of the standardized battery and how to elicit more effective and persuasive testimony in court. To encourage more thorough investigations at roadside, all law enforcement agencies with alcohol-related grants through DTS will be required to show that those working the programs have updated SFST training. To assist in this endeavor, I am creating a one-day SFST refresher that will be offered throughout the state in the coming year.

All of these projects will continue to be priorities in the upcoming year. In addition to an Ignition Interlock Symposium and an Illinois Lifesavers, I expect to continue offering one-day trainings throughout the state. The one-day SFST refresher will be presented throughout the state. Additionally, I hope to bring current and accurate information on the standardized test battery to Illinois judges. I do my best to contact offices and agencies in the geographical area of the trainings I conduct. If you want to make sure to receive this information, please e-mail me, asking to be placed on the contact list. As always, if you have any traffic safety-related questions, or want to schedule training for your agency, please do not hesitate to ask. My email address is Elizabeth.Earleywine@Illinois.gov.
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