Fall-Winter 2008 IDOT HOSTS IGNITION INTERLOCK SYMPOSIUM
AS IMPLEMENTATION OF ILLINOIS’ GROUNDBREAKING,
FIRST-TIME OFFENDER INTERLOCK
LAW IS SET TO TAKE EFFECT

Each year in Illinois, 50,000 people are arrested for DUI. Estimates say about 80 percent of those individuals are first-time offenders. Because of Illinois’ impending first-time offender, ignition interlock law, it is possible to have 40,000 additional people across Illinois by the end of 2009 required to use a Breath Alcohol Ignition Interlock Device (BAIID) on his or her car! This is great news because a car equipped with a BAIID device will not start until the driver submits to a test showing they have not been drinking.

As the implementation of Illinois’ ground-breaking, first-time offender interlock law is set to take effect, national and state interlock experts came to Lisle, Illinois October 28 for an Ignition
Interlock Symposium and shared their expertise with over 300 Illinois judges, prosecutors, law enforcement officials, probation officers and other court officials. Speakers included; Illinois State Senator John Cullerton, Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White and MADD National President Laura Dean-Mooney. In addition, interlock experts from eight different states and Canada conducted sessions during the three-day event.

The event was held just two months prior to Illinois’ new first time DUI offender interlock law taking effect on January 1, 2009. The new law will require first-time DUI offenders to install a
BAIID in their car in order for them to retain driving privileges during their administrative license suspension.

“We are thrilled that so many professionals from every corner of Illinois took the time to join us to talk about this exciting new law,” said Mike Stout, Director of IDOT’s Division of Traffic Safety. “This was a successful event, and we are confident this new law will save lives.”

The Ignition Interlock Symposium was organized by the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety in conjunction with the Illinois Secretary of State’s Office, the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Mothers Against Drunk Driving and the University of Illinois at Springfield.

By Shannon Alderman, Alcohol Programs Coordinator
