Fall-Winter 2008  You Drink & Drive. You Lose
IDOT ASSISTS LAW ENFORCEMENT WITH AGGRESSIVE IMPAIRED DRIVING
CRACKDOWN TO SAVE LIVES THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Year after year, impaired driving is one of America’s deadliest crimes. In 2007, nearly 13,000 people were killed in highway crashes involving a driver or motorcycle operator with an illegal blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.08 or higher. In Illinois alone, 434 of the 1,248 traffic fatalities in 2007 were the result of an impaired driver.

That is why IDOT’s Division of Traffic Safety once again will join with state and local law enforcement officials across the state and nation from December 18 to January 1 to take part in the You Drink & Drive. You Lose crackdown on impaired driving.

The message is simple. No matter what you drive–a passenger car, pickup truck, sport utility vehicle or motorcycle –if you are caught driving impaired, you will be arrested. No exceptions. No excuses.

Driving with a BAC of 0.08 or higher is illegal in every state. Yet we continue to see far too many people suffer debilitating injuries and loss of their loved ones as a result of impaired driving. This careless disregard for human life must stop.

In addition to the great efforts of law enforcement to further prevent people from driving while impaired, many Illinois judges sentence impaired drivers to install ignition interlock devices on their vehicles. Ignition interlocks can detect when an offender has been drinking and prevent a vehicle from starting. This helps reduce the chances that offenders might again take to the road while impaired. Beginning January 1, 2009, in Illinois, an interlock will be required for any first-time DUI offender who wants driving relief during his or her suspension…a law that should reduce the number of impaired drivers on Illinois roads.

Finally, it is important to remember much of the tragedy that comes from impaired driving could be prevented if everyone would take these few simple precautions:

• Designate a sober driver before going out and give that person your keys.
• If you are impaired, call a taxi, use mass transit or call a sober friend or family member to get     
  you home safely.
• Use your community’s designated driver program.
• Promptly report impaired drivers you see on the roadways to law enforcement.
• Wear your safety belt. It is your best defenses against an impaired driver.
• And remember, if you know someone who is about to drive or ride while impaired, take his or 
  her keys and help make other arrangements to get to them where they are going safely.

Visit www.driversoberillinois.org, for more information.
By Shannon Alderman, Alcohol Programs Coordinator
