Fall-Winter 2008 Illinois Impaired Driving Town Hall Meeting and Wet Lab Demonstration

IDOT, ISP AND THE ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF STATE UNVEIL BREATH ALCOHOL IGNITION INTERLOCK
DEVICE REQUIRED FOR FIRST-TIME OFFENDERS IN JANUARY

Throughout the last decade in Illinois, approximately 50,000 people each year were arrested for driving impaired. Over that same time, more than 600 people died every year in crashes involving a driver who had been drinking alcohol.

Obviously, impaired driving remains a traffic safety problem in Illinois. On June 23, 2008 in Springfield, federal, state and local law enforcement officials and traffic safety advocates gathered for a wet lab demonstration, impaired driving town hall meeting and press conference designed to strengthen the fight to keep impaired drivers off the roads in Illinois. The highlight was a preview of a high-tech weapon that will be deployed by Illinois starting in January - the requirement is that first-time DUI offenders must install a Breath Alcohol Ignition Interlock Device (BAIID) in their car in order for them to retain driving privileges.

“The state of Illinois is committed to keeping impaired drivers off of our roads and that is why, starting in January, if you are arrested for impaired driving, you will not be allowed to get behind the wheel of a car unless you install a Breath Alcohol Ignition Interlock Device in your vehicle,” said Governor Rod R. Blagojevich. “We are using technology to make our roads safer.”

A “wet lab” demonstration is a controlled environment in which a person actually consumes alcohol to a level of 0.08 BAC (the illegal limit in Illinois). This allows observation of the real-life effect of impairment and the harsh effect of alcohol on a person’s motor skills. The volunteer participants submitted to standard field sobriety testing administered by Illinois
State Police troopers and attempted to start a vehicle equipped with a BAIID device. Local Springfield radio personalities, Bondsy and Jennie from KISS-FM’s The Morning Grind Show, were the drinking wetlab participants.

The town hall meeting supported the July 4th You Drink & Drive. You Lose crackdown implemented by the Illinois State Police (ISP) and local law enforcement in their efforts to combat impaired driving during the holiday.

Much discussion centered around the fact that, starting in January, Illinois will be one of the first states in the country to require first-time DUI offenders to install a BAIID device on their vehicles. The legislation that created this pending requirement was sponsored by Senator John Cullerton (D-Chicago), and Representatives Robert Molaro (D-Chicago) and John D’Amico 
(D-Chicago). The initiative was championed by Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White.

Nearly every state has some type of BAIID law with some states mandating use of the device and others leaving it to the discretion of a judge. Illinois joins New Mexico as the only other state mandating use by first-time offenders.

Roughly the size of a mobile phone, a BAIID device is wired directly to a vehicle’s ignition system and contains the same technology utilized in breath testing devices utilized by law enforcement for the detection of alcohol in a person’s bloodstream. The BAIID monitoring device requires the offender to pass a breath-alcohol test before the ignition engages. Additional tests are required at random intervals after the car is started. The devices can be configured to perform a variety of functions if the test fails while driving (such as sounding the horn and blinking the lights), but will not shut off the engine.

BAIID also keeps a record of each attempt to start the vehicle and the corresponding BAC level. These records will be monitored by the Illinois Secretary of State’s Office, and the DUI offender will be subject to further penalties if he or she continues to attempt driving under the influence.

Some more interesting facts discussed included:
• Key to the impaired driving fight is the continued hard work of law enforcement to identify   
  impaired drivers and remove them from the road. That fight is led by the Illinois State Police   
  and includes hundreds of law enforcement agencies in every part of Illinois.
• Of the 50,000 DUI arrests each year, approximately 80 percent of them are first-time DUI 
  offenders. That means a potential 40,000 drivers each year may be required to have BAIID 
  devices installed in their vehicles if they wish to drive while suspended.
• If an offender is caught driving without a BAIID device or driving another person’s car, he or   
  she could be charged with a Class 4 felony and sentenced to a mandatory minimum of 30   
  days in jail.
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