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For many people, it is shocking to see DUI / reckless homicide offenders shaking hands with, and sometimes even hugging, grieving crash victims. But the Alliance Against Intoxicated Motorists (AAIM) often puts these types of people together with the goal of saving lives on our roadways.

As part of its efforts to prevent deaths and injuries caused by intoxicated motorists, AAIM works extensively with surviving loved ones, injured victims and DUI / reckless homicide offenders to provide presentations to high schools and to DUI offenders, who are court-ordered to attend. As participants in Victim Impact Panels, these offenders and crash victims tell an audience of the horrific and tragic consequences of impaired driving. The stories are graphic, gory, frightening, painful, and very, very sad. Most important, the stories are true.

Although it is impossible to measure the exact influence, Victim Impact Panels are an excellent prevention tool. They provide new drivers and first-time DUI offenders with emotional but factual information to use in making important decisions. They encourage everyone to not drink and drive, to stop others from driving drunk, to not get in a car with an impaired driver and to always wear safety belts. The participant stories show that the consequences of these choices have a human face, one that is shedding real tears.

Crash victim and offender presentations are not, of course, the simple solution to the problem of drunk driving. They are only effective as a part of the larger plan for Illinois, which includes tough laws, strict enforcement, proper sentencing, competent alcohol treatment, prevention programs and public awareness efforts.

As a crash victim myself, whose face was badly damaged by a windshield, I always end my presentation by telling the audience "...that is what drunk driving does. It takes away faces and it takes away lives. We are begging you to make the right choice."

I am optimistic that some of them remember our stories and because of our heartfelt messages, decide not to drink and drive.
