Click It or Ticket and You Drink & Drive. You Lose Messages Merge in 2010 


Saving lives is ALWAYS the top priority, and the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) has worked hard throughout 2010 with its law enforcement partners to help ensure another year safer than the last.  As of today, Illinois preliminarily had 923 motor vehicle crash fatalities during 2010.

These positive numbers are due in large part to the year-in and year-out effort of the Illinois State Police and local law enforcement agencies throughout Illinois.  2010 was no different in this respect with IDOT/DTS and its hundreds of law enforcement partners continuing the strong nighttime enforcement message, expanding the Click It or Ticket /You Drink & Drive. You Lose dual-message mobilization concept into the Thanksgiving holiday mobilization and producing a dual-message commercial to support the year-end enforcement mobilizations.

The nighttime enforcement emphasis continued during each of the mobilizations this year with law enforcement really stepping up and increasing nighttime safety belt details in every corner of Illinois.  The reason for this is the tragic nighttime connection between drinking and driving and belt use.  Data shows late-night hours are when the highest percentage of motorists die in alcohol-involved crashes and the lowest percentage of vehicle occupants are properly restrained.  The Thanksgiving mobilization featured hundreds of nighttime belt and impaired driving patrols alike, with IDOT/DTS’ (Sustained Traffic Enforcement Program) STEP grant program having its first enforcement period of FY11.  The Illinois State Police partnered with thousands of nighttime hours of its own making the first dual-message Thanksgiving holiday mobilization a success. 

From November 12 through November 28, the traditional Thanksgiving Click It Or Ticket safety belt message was merged with You Drink & Drive. You Lose impaired driving message to focus on the deadly combination of not buckling up and driving impaired by alcohol or other drugs, especially during the deadly late-night hours.  Illinois motorists were warned to be aware of 3,000 planned enforcement details and news conferences and radio and TV advertisements helped to send the strong message to Click It or Ticket and You Drink & Drive. You Lose.  The mobilization was extremely successful and it continued into the successful year-ending holiday mobilization.

2010 ended on a high note with the Holiday Crackdown that again combined the You Drink & Drive. You Lose and Click It or Ticket messages.  From December 17 through January 2, 2011, over 200 police and sheriff’s departments partnered with the Illinois State Police to put an additional $1.3 million in traffic enforcement on Illinois roads including over 100 roadside safety checks and over 200 late-night safety belt enforcement zones.  These patrols were combined with a strong radio and TV advertising campaign reminding motorists of the high costs associated with drinking and driving and failing to buckle up.
Both the Thanksgiving and holiday campaigns were accompanied by a new radio and TV spot that reminded motorists of the costs of failing to buckle up and drinking and driving.  The commercial featured Click It or Ticket /You Drink & Drive. You Lose and marked the first time a dual-message commercial was produced for Illinois’ holiday law enforcement mobilization periods.

And, 2010 was the first year that IDOT/DTS offered equipment incentives to participating law enforcement agencies during each of the holiday mobilizations.  This program allows IDOT/DTS grantees and non-funded Illinois agencies who report their holiday enforcement productivity to IDOT/DTS to be eligible to win enforcement equipment such as in-car video cameras, handheld radar units and portable breath testers.  Following each mobilization, an equipment drawing is held for eligible participating agencies that reported results to IDOT/DTS.  IDOT/DTS is continuing this program in 2011.  

Interested parties should log on at: 
www.trafficsafetygrantsillinois.org/Default.aspx to sign up.
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