It’s hard to believe that the first four months of 2008 have flown by so fast. Traffic Safety has been very busy on several lifesaving projects. Our biggest undertaking has been Operation Teen Safe Driving (OTSD), our statewide initiative to reduce teen deaths and injuries in Illinois. Last year Illinois had the lowest number of traffic fatalities since 1924, but 155 of those were teenagers. That number was and is unacceptable. 

Due to the success of Tazewell counties teen driving initiative, it was decided to emulate that activity statewide. This project was so important that the Governor’s Office adopted and supported the project from start to finish. Thank you Governor Blagojevich for your support! Secretary of State Jesse White also endorsed the program and supported it from beginning to end. The Illinois State Police and the Illinois State Board of Education can also be added to the list of supporters. Numerous local agencies became involved in Operation Teen Safe Driving. 

The next question to be answered was, “How do we fund the program?” Once again Illinois turned to the Ford Motor Company Fund, asking them to work side by side with our partners to do what no other state had ever accomplished. They agreed to invest in Illinois teenagers. Illinois is so fortunate to have the Ford Motor Company Fund as its teen driving program. 

The Allstate Foundation also stepped up to the plate and became very active both operationally and financially in the statewide program. The Allstate Fund provided startup and prize funding to schools. Allstate agents throughout Illinois worked first hand with schools and students to preach the message of safe  driving. 

RADD, the entertainment industry’s voice on traffic safety was involved from day one on this project. RADD hit a home run when it was able to get rising star Kate Voegele to come to Illinois and get our teen safe  driving message out. Kate stars in the CW television show “One Tree Hill” and is a recording star with MySpace Records. The students at the Illinois Math and Science Academy enjoyed Kate’s appearance and performance at their prom. 

The Governor’s Highway Safety Association supported the project with Ford and the Driving Skills For Life program. Having the support of an organization that represents all fifty state highway safety offices added instant credibility to the program. 

The media coverage of this project was tremendous, no one predicted this much coverage of the project. It all started with great coverage of the fly-around and student activity to the Ford Ride and Drive events. Can you believe it, the Ride and Drive event at U.S. Cellular Field in Chicago was covered live on the Today Show! Unbelievable. OTSD received national recognition. Newspaper, radio and television stations from all over Illinois spread the word! 

There are so many people, agencies and organizations to thank for helping to make this project a reality it would be unfair to attempt to list them all. Job well done and thank you so much for helping save lives of Illinois teens! 
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