For many years my morning routine included walking out to get the newspaper so that I could check the box scores in the sports section. That routine has quickly changed. About six months ago, I was named the director of the Division of Traffic Safety (DTS). Now, the box scores have to wait a few minutes as I check to see if there were any major crashes and/or traffic fatalities that occurred the previous evening. The days that I can quickly move on to the sports section are much more enjoyable than the ones spent reading about a fatality. Do you realize that on average 3 – 4 people a day die on state roadways? Last year 1,356 people died on Illinois roads, while that is 98 less than in 2003. Governor Blagojevich is charging the department with saving even more lives. The governor set a goal to reduce traffic fatalities by 100 each year, bringing the number to 1,000 in 2008. That objective is reasonable and by signing the primary safety belt legislation in 2003, he has given us the basic tool needed to lower motor vehicle injuries and fatalities in Illinois. In May, we kicked off our Click It of Ticket campaign with a statewide major media blitz pushing our message. The media blitz was followed up with more than 3,000 safety belt enforcement zones being conducted statewide with the purpose to increase our safety belt usage dramatically from last year’s 83 percent and in the end save lives. Warmer temperatures will cause Illinois roads to swell with traffic as we take long overdue vacations. Whether it’s taking a trip to beautiful southern Illinois to enjoy the scenery, Springfield to visit the new Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and Library or Chicago to shop Michigan Avenue, wearing safety belts will better your chances of a safe trip.

Have a safe and fun summer Illinois!


Michael R. Stout
Director
