Featured in this issue is the Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety’s (IDOT/DTS) Commercial Vehicle Safety Section. Our intent is to provide our readers with some insight into the role IDOT/DTS has in monitoring the safe transportation of commercial vehicles and buses on Illinois roadways. The staff training and number of safety audits, compliance reviews and inspections that are conducted are impressive. What is more impressive are the results. Recently, during a random inspection, one of our Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP) Officers stopped a tractor- trailer because of foreign markings on the outside of the vehicle. When the driver was approached, he was cooperative but appeared very nervous. As part of the inspection procedure, the driver’s license was entered into the computer system and the driver was found to be on the national Al Queda watch list. The driver’s location and profession was shared with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Enjoy the articles within this issue and remember to wear your safety belt during your travels.

Crash Data Saves Lives! Congratulations to our Crash Information Section in the Bureau of
Safety Data and Data Services for receiving the Illinois Department of Transportation’s (IDOT),
Central Office Work Unit of the Year award. The unit was recognized and awarded a plaque during an awards luncheon held at the Crowne Plaza in Springfield.

The Central Office Work Unit of the Year represents all the central offices located in Springfield, including the Division of Aeronautics and the Division of Traffic Safety. The statewide award is part of the department’s Employee Recognition Program, which was initiated in August 2004. All
IDOT Directors, Deputy Directors and/or Bureau Chiefs are encouraged to submit nominations.

The Crash Information Section analyzes crash data that is entered in IDOT’s Crash Information System (CIS). The data can then be queried to provide specific state-wide information, such as: the number of crashes in a particular county over the years; the number of crashes involving teenage drivers; the number of motorists injured or killed because they failed to wear their safety belts. The Crash Information Section receives requests for data reports on a daily basis from IDOT districts, other state agencies, the Governor’s Office, the Federal Highway Administration, engineering firms, the media and the general public. Some requests and projects can be extensive and many of the requests received are last minute. As a team, the employees bring their career experiences and backgrounds together to respond to each request and project. They maintain a positive attitude and are always willing to assist.

CONGRATULATIONS ONCE AGAIN AND A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE.
Our Crash Information Section personnel are as follows:
Mary Ann Paulis - Section Manager, Kayode Abitogun, Charles Adams, Susan Bileck, Donna Brickey, Bob Buck,
Ernest Drake, Stephanie Eades, Linda Folayan, Greg Gifford, Jennifer Grafelman, Ray Hegele, Lou Humphrey,
Mike Johnson, Karen Magee, Mary Menely, Joe Mercier, Lori Midden, Coliene Moore, Brenda Morgan, Mike Morris,
Jerry Nation, Joyce Schroeder and Greg Whitlow.
