This morning I witnessed our first robin of the year scouting our front yard. This is always a welcome site because spring and warmer weather usually aren’t too far behind. With the change in weather, neighbors leave the confines of their homes seeking sun and the freedom of the outdoors. It won’t be long before our roadways are filled with motorcyclists, bicyclists and pedestrians.

In 2005, the lives of 1,355 people ended on Illinois roadways. Although the past 2 years have been the safest in sixty years, far too many people are being killed on our roadways. Motorcyclists, bicyclists or pedestrians account for one-fourth of the figure, which is an unbelievable statement. All of us must remember to share the roadways with motorcycle and bicycle riders, as well as pedestrians. Each of us has the responsibility to respect the rights of others who travel our roadways.

As well, remember to always wear your safety belt! It only takes a few seconds and this one small action could determine your life or death. We know that wearing a safety belt is your best defense in a crash. Last year the Division of Traffic Safety’s (DTS) research found that 86% of us wear our safety belts. There isn’t a reason why that number couldn’t be higher. Our DTS staff is working with law enforcement agencies statewide to bring that number up. In 2005, law enforcement agencies combined to achieve 4,600 safety belt enforcement zones and for 2006 our goal is 6,000. Don’t be caught without wearing your safety belt, it could get you a ticket and even more important it could get you killed.

In February, while attending a Mother’s Against Drunk Driver’s and National Highway Transportation Safety Association (MADD/NHTSA) conference in New York City, I had the pleasure of meeting traffic safety advocates from around the country. We visited the
New York City Police Department (NYCPD) and learned how they were attacking the problems of drunk driving. I will never forget a quote from Michael Scagnelli, NYCPD Chief of Transportation, “Every drunk driver has the potential to be a murderer.” This is such a profound statement, but more importantly a true statement. Last year 603 people died in impaired driving crashes in our state, we must bring that number down. The Illinois Department of Transportation will be working with law enforcement partners to increase the number of roadside safety checks. 

Don’t get caught driving drunk, you’ll land in jail. Be smart, use a designated driver.

BE CAREFUL AND ENJOY THE WARM WEATHER.
Michael R. Stout
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