Spring is here at last! I bet everyone is tired of bone chilling temperatures, slippery sidewalks and even worse, dangerous roadways. Yes, warm weather is just around the corner, no more cold temperatures, no more slippery walkways and no more dangerous roadways-oops, can't say that. Dangerous roadways aren’t seasonal, they’re one thing we can count on year round! On the average, three people a day die on Illinois roadways. That is totally unacceptable.
We must do everything possible to lower that number.

Warm weather brings about a whole host of other issues that we as traffic safety advocates must deal with. When the weather breaks we notice more pedestrians, bicyclists and motorcyclists. Last year, there were 156 motorcycle riders killed on our roadways and 173 pedestrians. I find it difficult to understand how so many motorcycle riders and pedestrians died last year. These two groups combine for over one-fourth of our state’s 2007 traffic fatalities. It looks as though 2007 will set or be very close to setting another 82 year low in traffic fatalities regardless of the huge jumps in motorcycle and pedestrian deaths. Spring undoubtedly will signal the beginning of more motorcycle and pedestrian traffic that will increase the chances of fatalities, a problem we’re working to resolve.

As warmer temperatures approach, the department will host several press events reminding everyone to “Start Seeing Motorcycles” and addressing motorcycle impaired driving. We will promote the usage of proper safety gear, including a helmet, and motorcycle training classes. The classes will be offered this year at our four regional centers: Northern Illinois University, Illinois State University, University of Illinois-Champaign and Southern Illinois University-Carbondale.

May is Click It or Ticket month. More than 500 law enforcement agencies in Illinois have signed up for safety belt enforcement details. A record number of safety belt enforcement zones will be held in Illinois. If you don’t wear your safety belt, there’s a very good chance you’ll receive a citation in May.

Enjoy the warm weather, and remember to always wear your safety belt, don’t drink and drive, don’t drive distracted, slow down and watch out for the other guy!
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