We have had an exciting but busy summer at the Division of Traffic Safety. After the successful Operation Teen Safe Driving (OTSD) program, we concentrated our efforts on the NASCAR/ National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)/Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) outreach at the Chicagoland Speedway. This year’s races in Joliet featured a groundbreaking traffic safety partnership between NASCAR, the Chicagoland Speedway and the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety. Illinois is the first state to formally pilot such a program with NASCAR that builds on this partnership with NHTSA. This program promoted the “Designate a Sober Driver” and “Buckle Up America” traffic safety initiatives. Race fans age 21 and older were invited to sign the Friends Pledge: “I will plan ahead and designate a sober driver BEFORE I celebrate.” 3,179 adults signed the pledge. This represents the type of relationship we are excited to build on. Impaired driving remains a critical traffic safety problem in Illinois. 

In June 2008, federal, state and local law enforcement officials and traffic safety advocates gathered in Springfield for an Impaired Driving Town Hall Meeting designed to ratchet up the fight to keep impaired drivers off the roads in Illinois. The highlight of the meeting was the introduction of a new law beginning January 1, 2009 which will require first-time DUI offenders to install a Breath Alcohol Ignition Interlock Device in their car in order to retain driving privileges. In October, IDOT/DTS held an Ignition Interlock Symposium in Lisle, Illinois where speakers from across the country shared their experiences with law enforcement officers, judges, prosecutors and others involved with the new law.

Even with all our efforts to save lives on our roadways, tragically we lost an important member of our ThinkFirst community. Janet Kelley, a Springfield nurse who was well known for promoting teen safe driving, lost her life due to a crash on Interstate 72 this past August. This amazing emergency room nurse will long be remembered for her incredible make up artistry for the hundreds of crash re-enactments, as well her presentations to high school students dealing with real life experiences in the emergency room. This lovely woman dedicated many hours to working with teens and touched the lives of all who came in contact with her. Janet Kelley will be missed.

With winter coming, remember to practice safe driving: put your cell phone down, watch road conditions and always buckle up. Live to celebrate another day.
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