Driving around central and southern Illinois, it’s quite apparent that change is coming rapidly upon us. The leaves on the trees are turning from green to various shades of brown, making for a beautiful background. This change is a reminder that cold weather and icy roads will follow. Now is the time to prepare for winter weather. Everyone should make sure that their vehicles are ready for cold temperatures and slick pavements.

It’s also time to prepare mentally for these same conditions. The large number of crashes that take place when we receive the first batch of inclement weather always amazes me. So Illinois, get ready Old Man Winter is just around the corner.

Last year was the safest in Illinois since 1924, with 1,254 traffic fatalities. This year a record breaking 90.1 percent of front seat occupants are wearing their safety belt. The past four years rank in the top ten of the safest in Illinois history. But we are still concerned because on the average 3 people die daily on Illinois roadways.

About a year ago I attended a Governor’s Highway Safety Association conference in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. While in Oklahoma City, we were able to visit the federal building bombing site.
This experience reminded me so much of previous visits to Ground Zero in New York City and the Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor. When you walk into a room and view 168 photographs of the victims, each accompanied by a personal article, it is a very hallow feeling. Once outside of the museum, that terribly sad feeling changed to anger. How could anyone do this? I found myself reliving the anger our country experienced when this tragic loss of life took place due
to a senseless act.

It bothers me just as much that over 42,000 people die on our nation’s roadways each year.
Several months ago, a crash took place in southern Illinois killing five members of a family by an alleged drunk driver, who also died in the crash. A grandmother, father, mother and two very young children lost their lives…such a tragedy. Some people believe we are too tough on drunk drivers! Not me!

Our numbers in Illinois are moving in the right direction, safety belt use is up and impaired driver related fatalities are down. I want to thank everyone who has played a role in this improvement.
Our law enforcements partners are on the front line doing a fantastic job. Our friends in the media are always receptive to covering press events and getting the word out. During the past year many radio and television stations have opened their studios to members of the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT) staff to discuss traffic safety issues; we thank them for getting our message out. Our safety staff at IDOT works diligently to make Illinois safer (many of these employees are working in the background) and it is working. I’m proud of everyone, keep up the good work. But most of all, thank you Illinois residents and visitors for buckling up, slowing down and not drinking and driving.

Remember, winter weather makes traveling more of a challenge. Slow down, take your time, it’s better to arrive late than not arrive at all.
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