Several years ago my wife and I were very involved with our daughter’s high school athletic booster club. That booster club used trivia nights to raise thousands of dollars to assist in funding the school’s athletic program. Every month, we would witness 200 to 300 people learn as they seriously challenged each other’s skill at answering trivia questions.

Earlier this year, the Division of Traffic Safety (DTS) and Office of External Affairs started planning its state fair exhibit. In the past, the exhibit had primarily served as a place for traffic safety trinkets and brochures to be handed out. This year the planning committee wanted to change the focus of the exhibit to make it more educational and interactive. The concept of using traffic safety-related data in a trivia question format emerged and the ball started to roll. Traffic safety trivia kiosks/arcades were designed and developed for the exhibit and they were a huge success due to special efforts by Tom Courtney and his crew in the Exhibit Shop and Vince Nadalini and Tim Carroll from the Bureau of Information Processing and our DTS staff.

In addition to the trivia kiosks/arcades, the Illinois State Fair exhibit had several other new educational stations. One of the most popular was the Jessica Bacon vehicle. Jessica was involved in a head-on car crash on November 13, 2004. She escaped with several non-life threatening injuries thanks to wearing her safety belt. State fairgoers couldn’t believe their eyes when they saw the mangled vehicle and that Jessica survived. Jessica and her family spent two days greeting people and explaining how she survived and the importance of wearing safety belts.

Other opportunities for fairgoers included:
• talking to MADD members;
• getting their child passenger safety questions answered by certified technicians;
• giving adults (21 years of age or older) the occasion to have their blood alcohol level checked   
  by our law enforcement liaisons;
• having Division of Aeronautics representatives available to answer questions about  
  aeronautics safety programs; and
• having their safety passports validated by our DTS staff at the very popular “safety bar” which   
  served cold water.

No doubt, state fairgoers left the exhibit with a better understanding of the Illinois Department of Transportation’s many safety programs. We will continue to utilize trivia questions as a vehicle to communicate our safety message. In this, and future issues of Caution, we will share some trivia questions with our readers. We at Traffic Safety believe, that through participating in educational programs, the more likely we will be to make wiser choices including wearing safety belts and not drinking and driving.

Have a safe fall and holiday season.
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Director
