In August, the Illinois Traffic Safety Leaders (ITSL) presented Operation Teen Safe Driving (OTSD) their Joanne Blair Award. This was a very special award for more than one reason. First of all, the award is named after a career traffic safety leader who dedicated many years to saving lives. There’s no one who has worked harder to make Illinois roadways safer than Joanne Blair. This award came from our traffic safety peers who share one common goal, one death on our roads is one too many. Thank you ITSL.

 

OTSD is kicking off its fourth statewide campaign. One hundred and five high schools will be selected to participate. This nationally recognized program has increased traffic safety awareness among thousands of Illinois teens and their parents. This peer to peer traffic safety program brings out the talent of very creative teens as they share their ideas on how to reduce teen fatalities and injuries on Illinois roadways.

 

The support of Governor Pat Quinn, Secretary of State Jesse White and their staff is integral to the success of OTSD. Having support from Governor Quinn and Secretary White adds instant credibility to the program. Legislators like Senate President John Cullerton and Rep. John D’Amico’s devotion to the program strengthens OTSD.

 

There are several reasons for OTSD’s success, but one major reason is the dedication of our staff. The OTSD regional coordinators are Clare Pfotenhauer, Bob Brasky, Melanie Wingo, Jessi Hopkins, Jennifer Toney, Rachel Walker and Kathy White. The assistant regional coordinators are Dan Wood, Bob Park, John Gomoll, Dennis Anderson, Mike Hendricks, Rich Allan, Ron Borkowski and Wanda Vasquez. The OTSD statewide coordinator is Marianne Hankins. She is assisted by Aubrey Schuckman and Laura Dunn. There are far too many school coordinators and staff to mention but, without their support, the program would not be the success it is. Each and every person involved in OTSD knows their hard work and determination is saving countless lives today, tomorrow and in the future.

 

I would also like to thank the Ford Motor Company Fund for its major investment in OTSD. Specifically, I would like to thank Jim Graham, Rebecca Bunting-Kuchar and Nolen Katerberg for their support of our program. Without our friends at the Ford Fund, this program would not be possible.

 

The Allstate Foundation is our other major corporate sponsor. Sue Duchak, Shaundra Turner and Ellie Klooster, all with Allstate, play a vital role in making OTSD a success. Thank you Allstate, we could not do this without you.

 

The Illinois State Police, under the leadership of Acting Director Jonathan Monken and Colonel Rob Haley, work very closely with our agency through the devotion of the numerous Safety Education Officers (SEO’s) in every region of Illinois. The SEO’s work hand in hand with our staff and volunteers to ensure the OTSD program is effective, thank you. 

 

The list of volunteers could go on and on. There are so many people involved at various levels and without them this program would not succeed. The impact of this program on teens will be felt for many years. As teens learn to be good, safe, attentive drivers today, they will do the same as adults and pass their good driving habits to their children. OTSD is an investment that will reap benefits for years to come, thank you everyone for assisting with this program.

Mike Stout

Director
