It was late one fall evening when we received a call that two of our relatives had been involved in a serious crash--that dreaded call, the one that law enforcement or relatives hate to make.  The crash, near Hannibal, Missouri, required one family member to be airlifted to Blessing Hospital in nearby Quincy and the other was transported via ambulance.  My wife, Vickie, and I were on the road to Quincy in minutes.

When we arrived, we found our relatives in separate quarters within the emergency room.  The vehicle they were driving ran off the road and overturned numerous times.  Emergency responders had to cut the roof off the car to get them out.  Our relatives were seriously injured but alive!

Vickie and I spent the next three hours watching dedicated medical staff work on our loved ones.  It was not a pretty sight.  One of our relatives suffered serious head trauma and received far too many stitches to count.  I will never forget keeping her company while the doctor administered one stitch at a time.  I have never witnessed anything like this before in my life.  The HBO film documentary Smashed about teens seriously injured after drinking alcohol was shocking, but nothing like what I witnessed that night.  The other relative was more fortunate, receiving cuts, bruises and cracked ribs.  He was more mentally shaken than physically harmed.

Our relatives both survived the crash, but why?  The main reason, they both were wearing their safety belt.  This simple little device that took two seconds to engage, kept them safely inside their vehicle that was believed to have overturned as many as fifteen times.  Credit must also be given to the first responders for rescuing and transporting our relatives so quickly.  The medical staff at Blessing Hospital in Quincy took over and worked feverishly to stabilize our loved ones.  That same quality care continued throughout their hospital stay.

Most, if not all, of our readers can tell you what the 4 E’s are:  enforcement, education, engineering and emergency medical services (EMS).  Far too many times we do not give proper credit to EMS for the role they play in reducing death and serious injury on our roadways.  If not for the dedicated paramedics, doctors, aircraft pilot, nurses and other hospital staff, we might have lost one or two very important people in our lives.  Thank you EMS for what you do every day.  That dreaded phone call we received that night could have been much worse.

Every day we climb into our cars or trucks and do not realize the damage that a vehicle can inflict on someone or something.  A very minor crash can result in serious harm and possibly death!  Always remember to buckle up, every trip, every time!  Take my word; driving unbelted is not worth the risk!  Please be careful!
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