With the warmer temperatures of summer, outdoor activities translate to parties, picnics and ballgames—more often than not, parties, picnics and ballgames involve drinking.  

Summer kicked off with the Memorial Day weekend.  I should say the tragic kick off of summer with 29 people killed on our roadways.  Of those fatalities, eight were on motorcycles.  Alcohol was a factor in some and from the early surveys, the others were not wearing safety belts.

Traffic safety advocates share my sadness for these senseless deaths.  We cannot overstate the fact that wearing a safety belt increases the chances of surviving a crash.  Designating a sober driver often determines if you arrive home safely or not.  To our motorcycle riders, even though you may disagree, wearing an approved helmet and defensive gear saves lives.

We are asking all motorists to “start seeing motorcycles.”  Saving lives is all about using common sense.  Common sense guarantees fewer will die on our roadways.

So what do we do?

1.	Law enforcement—step up enforcement of rules whether you are on hire-back or not.

2.	Child Passenger Safety technicians—volunteer to work just one more event.  Report children not  safely secured to the Be A Buckle Buddy hot line at 1-888-800-2642.

3.	Motorists--pull over and dial 911 and report someone who is driving erratically (or impaired).


We all need to do more to ensure that 29 more do not die in 2009.
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