One thing that everyone can agree on is we are happy to see warmer weather. But with warmer weather comes a whole new set of problems on our roadways. 
 
The temperature in spring can be eighty degrees during the day and drop into the thirties or forties later that evening.  Those conditions make for disastrous weather that can create strong winds and storms.  High winds cause trees and utility lines to snap and fall onto the roadways.  Motorists need to pay close attention to these conditions and plan accordingly, sometimes it is better to stay at home and not take a chance on the road.
 
Spring showers can easily turn into storms with heavy downpours.  Standing water on or running over a roadway can be deadly.  Never cross a roadway that you are unsure of, turn around and take another route.  I remember last year Springfield received several inches of rain in a very short period.  Numerous streets were dangerously flooded.  My spouse was on the other side of town and could not make her trip home safely.  She parked her car and waited for a friend to transport her in a truck.  Yes, it did take her a few hours more than normal to get home safely, but it was worth it.  The results are too risky; better to be late.
 
The change in weather also means more pedestrians, bicyclists and motorcyclists will be out enjoying the sunshine and warmer temperatures.  Everyone has the responsibility of sharing our roadways.  Stop, look and listen when you arrive at an intersection.  Motorists, remember to come to a complete stop, look left, look right and then left again before pulling into the intersection.
 
Just recently our office researched the issue of reporting “dooring” incidents--where bicyclists run into or are hit by motorists in parked cars opening their vehicle doors into the path of bicyclists.  Drivers and passengers, please check all traffic before opening your door.  Dooring incidents can cause serious injury or death to a bicycle rider.
  
Governor Quinn recently announced that IDOT will start tracking “dooring” incidents so local authorities may use this information to create safer streets and roadways in Illinois.  The data collected will only be useful if it is reported.  We are asking that bicyclists and motorists report all “dooring” incidents to local law enforcement.  If everyone works on this, we can make roadways safer for bicyclists.
 
Finally, “Start Seeing Motorcycles!”  Bikers, please make sure your motorcycle is ready for travel.  Check the brakes, lights and other mechanical aspects of the bike.  Make sure you and your passenger have appropriate safety clothing, shoes or boots and a helmet.  In Illinois, the use of a helmet is a choice.  We think the smart choice is to wear a DOT-approved helmet when you ride.  NEVER drink alcohol and ride!  This creates a very dangerous situation.  Motorists, please always be on the lookout for motorcycle riders.  We must all share the road.
 
Have a fun but safe spring!



