
MAKING IT CLICK

Traffic safety programs have had much success over recent years as traffic volume and congestion continues to increase and fatalities continue to decrease.  Yet in most communities, more people are injured and killed in motor vehicle crashes every year than by any other crime.  Education is a huge component of the success of traffic safety programs.

Traffic safety education programs and enforcement initiatives are utilized to gain voluntary compliance of traffic laws.  With the current economic climate, it has provided challenges for many law enforcement agencies to fund new efforts without traffic safety grants.  When it comes to traffic safety, the need to be creative and think outside the perennial box is vital.  I’d like to take a few moments to talk about the success of a recent, cost effective, life-saving traffic safety program.

Last fall, the Indian Prairie School District 204, the Naperville Community Unit School District 203, and community businesses joined the Naperville Police Department to coordinate a safety belt program called Making It Click in the three Naperville high schools.  The idea behind this program was to instill a lifelong awareness of safety belt use and foster permanent vehicle safety behavior in students. Traffic crashes continue to be the greatest cause of death and injury to teens.  One of the best ways to reduce this risk is by simply wearing a safety belt.

Volunteers from the Naperville Community Radio Watch performed pre- and post-observation safety belt surveys at Naperville North, Naperville Central, and Neuqua Valley High Schools.  The surveys measured the safety belt use among teens at the three high schools in Naperville.  The initial surveys indicated all three high schools were below the state safety belt use average.  Safety belt use needed improvement amongst our youngest drivers.  One way to improve compliance is traffic enforcement, but ticketing young teen drivers and passengers was not going to be a part of this program.  The focus of this program was voluntary compliance through education and encouragement. 

A safety belt sign design contest was held at all three Naperville high schools.  The designs required the use of school initials or name and school colors.  The winning sign designs have been posted at school exits as students, faculty, parents and visitors leave the parking lots.  They serve as a personal reminder to everyone as the signs were designed by their students.
 
In addition to the sign design contest, there were several announcements on school websites and in traffic safety literature passed out to students.  AAA Chicago donated 2,000 free music download cards.  Members of the traffic unit randomly selected school parking lot exits handed out a free music download card to students “caught” wearing his/her safety belt during a six week period.  Students and parents were excited to receive something for doing the right thing.

Dozens of safety belt sign design applications were collected from the high schools.  The judging of the sign contest was conducted by members of the Naperville Police Department Traffic Unit and a representative of each sponsor.  We chose one winner from each high school.  These three students did an incredible job.  Their creative, educational approach successfully promoted safety belt use among their peers. 

The Naperville Police Department is thankful to the many businesses and community sponsors in supporting this life-saving program.  The three winning students were awarded $250.  The $250 awards were donated by AAA Chicago, Fair Oaks Ford and Gerald Auto Group.  Minuteman Press donated several posters to each school and one large poster to the winning students.  The sign graphics were donated by Suburban Accents of Rolling Meadows, Illinois. 

All of these activities boosted student safety belt use from 85.5 percent to 91.5 percent in just two months without issuing a single traffic ticket. Without the partnership of the entities involved, this success would not have been possible.  Today, over ten thousand students, parents, and faculty are reminded daily to buckle up before leaving school. This is a fine example of how we can all work together to ensure the safety of our young motorists. 

 


Sign Contest Winners:

Naperville Central High School - Jonathan Coros is 18 years old and a senior at NCHS.

Naperville North High School - Courtnie Limes is 16 years old and a junior at NNHS.

Neuqua Valley High School - Michael Cosmos is 16 years old and a junior at NVHS. 
By Jason A. Stubler, Traffic Officer, Naperville Police Department 


