Spring-Summer 2007 Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program


COMPLIANCE UNIT
The MCSAP Compliance Unit promotes and enforces the Illinois and Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (IMCSR, FMCSR), Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) and other applicable regulations. This unit is also accountable for the continuous review of hazardous materials Notices of Apparent Violation (NAVs) and the selected compliance review of hazardous materials shippers and motor carriers domiciled in Illinois to determine the nature of regulatory noncompliance, the culpability of identified violators and to recommend the most appropriate course of action to improve compliance with the regulations. In addition, this unit is responsible for the identification of violators of the IMCSR through the performance of compliance reviews at carriers’ facilities in Illinois. Training sessions for the officers include classes that span a period of approximately 3 months.

This MCSAP Compliance Unit assumes a lead role in providing educational and technical assistance to motor carriers within the trucking industry. In broadest terms, the work activity directly fosters a safer driving environment for the monitoring public and a lessening of property damage, injury, and loss of life due to crashes.

The compliance officers conducting the reviews, inspections and audits take great pride in knowing they play a vital role in protecting the people traveling on Illinois roads. A driver who should not be driving because of being over the maximum number of driving hours or who is driving an unsafe vehicle is taken off the road and is placed out of service. Although the out of service percentage rate varies between each detail, a compliance officer who puts a vehicle out of service receives the greatest benefit of all: the satisfaction of knowing he has made the roads safer for the motoring public.

When the MCSAP Compliance Officers aren’t conducting commercial motor vehicle inspections they are conducting safety audits at specific companies. They educate company personnel on federal and state laws and make them aware of their responsibility to comply with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations.

The inspections are performed year round with temperatures ranging from the sub-zero of winter to the blistering heat of summer. They include a variety of components from climbing under trucks and buses in order to measure brake performance to working with truck and bus drivers to check their log books and qualifications to operate commercial motor vehicles. Most inspections are routine but occasionally an inspection can result in findings that have the potential to be hazardous.
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SAFETY SECTION
A MCSAP compliance officer and an Illinois state trooper inspected a semi-tractor trailer and determined the vehicle was in an extremely dangerous condition. They immediately placed the vehicle out of service. The vehicle could not be driven or moved until it was deemed safe. A mechanic was called to the site to repair the vehicle so that it could continue in operation.
When the mechanic began working on the vehicle, the entire braking system collapsed. Once the mechanic realized what had happened, he explained to the driver what would have happened had he continued driving down the road; his brakes would have stopped functioning. The driver approached our MCSAP compliance officer, shook his hand and expressed his gratitude for having saved his life. Had the compliance officer and trooper not put the vehicle out of service, the brakes would have surely failed within miles of the weigh station which would have put many lives at risk.

In another incident, a MCSAP compliance officer stopped a truck for inspection after the driver would not cooperate with vehicle weighing procedures. The driver became increasingly incensed while the compliance officer calmly gathered all the necessary documents. A computer search of the driver’s license found that the driver was considered armed and dangerous and wanted on numerous outstanding national warrants. The Illinois State Police arrested the driver without incident.

It is impossible to determine how many lives have been saved by the coordinated efforts of the MCSAP Compliance Officers and the Illinois State Police (ISP) Troopers. What can be measured is the 20% removal rate of trucks deemed out of service. This equates to one truck being removed from Illinois’ roadways for every five inspected. Some are allowed to continue traveling after making roadside repairs while many more are removed by tow trucks.

The MCSAP Compliance Officers are an essential part of Illinois’ front line defense for saving lives. So, while traveling, know that the Illinois Department of Transportation/Division of Traffic Safety and the ISP are working diligently to ensure you have a safe trip.
By Larry McGrath & Tom Wise, MCSAP Compliance Officers


VEHICLE INSPECTION UNIT
Approximately 450,000 safety inspections are performed annually by 300 official testing stations permitted and regulated by the Department. The following vehicles are subject to semi-annual safety inspections: trucks registered for a gross weight of more than 8,000 pounds; trucks that pull a trailer with a gross weight of more than 8,000 pounds; trailers with a gross weight of more than 5,000 pounds; motor buses; religious organization buses; buses registered to charitable organizations; senior citizen transport vehicles; school buses; medical transport vehicles; tow trucks; and limousines.

In addition to the semi-annual safety inspections, the vehicle inspection unit also conducts approximately 5,000 nonscheduled inspections of school buses and buses registered as charitable vehicles. These inspections are initiated randomly or as a result of a complaint. These nonscheduled inspections serve as system of checks and balances to determine if official testing stations are doing proper safety inspections and if school districts are compliant with Illinois school bus regulations.

The Diesel Emission Inspection Program was established by statute in July, 2005 and is also administered by the Vehicle Inspection Unit. Trucks registered for a gross weight of more than 16,000 pounds are required to pass a diesel emission inspection annually. The affected counties are Cook, Dupage, Lake, Will, Madison, St. Clair, Monroe and the townships of Aux Sable and Goose Lake in Grundy County and the township of Oswego in Kendall County. There are approximately 54 official testing stations permitted and regulated by the Department to perform annual diesel emission inspections.
By Tony Klasing, Vehicle Inspection Unit Manager

REGULATIONS AND TRAINING UNIT
The regulations and training unit is responsible for the promotion and enforcement of the Illinois and Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (IMCSR/FMCR), Hazardous Material Regulations (HMR) and other applicable regulations; the maintenance of the commercial vehicle regulatory environment which ensures the consistency of Illinois regulations with state and U.S. DOT regulations; providing and coordinating resources for the motorcycle training program within the State in order to reduce motorcycle crashes.

The responsibilities of this unit encompass the regulatory aspects of hazardous materials transportation, vehicle testing station rates and charges, hearing procedures, and cycle rider training as well as the development of new technical statutes and standards for automotive equipment, school bus construction, testing equipment and procedures used by privately owned, state licensed testing stations. The Regulations and Training Unit is additionally responsible for the development and implementation of training programs relative to hazardous materials highway transportation; motorcycle riding; commercial vehicle safety inspection; and programs as necessary for the administration of an effective highway safety program.

This unit administers the development of performance oriented vehicle and equipment statutes and standards including the preparation of school bus standards to meet legislative actions and U.S. DOT requirements within the limited resources available to state school districts.
By Dan Thompson, Commercial Vehicle Safety Section Manager
