Fall-Winter 2008 COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SAFETY SCHOOL BUS VEHICLE INSPECTION OFFICER TRAINING

Boarding the school bus each day is the way many American children have begun their school day for generations. The safety of children on these buses is a primary concern for the Illinois Department of Transportation’s (IDOT) Commercial Vehicle Safety Section. While all school buses appear to look alike, they can be as diverse as the children they transport. IDOT vehicle inspection officers are responsible for making sure every school bus registered in Illinois meets the same strict safety standards. These officers take this responsibility very seriously in order to ensure every child is transported on a safe bus. IDOT officers work with school districts and school bus contractors to provide the safest environment possible.

Illinois law authorizes IDOT officers to perform random, nonscheduled inspections on school buses wherever the buses are stored or parked in Illinois. Penalties range from a 30-day warning for a minor violation (e.g., incomplete first aid kit) to placing a bus out-of-service until repairs are made and the bus is inspected at an Illinois Official Testing Station (e.g., any problem found with the service brakes). Officers can also issue a three-day notice for less serious violations that allow the bus owner to repair the vehicle within three days (e.g., excessive oil in the engine compartment) before re-inspection.

In order to provide on-going training, IDOT officers recently attended a heavy equipment training session at an International Harvester dealership and repair facility in Freeport, Illinois. The training session was conducted at the Heavy Equipment Services (HES) facility where the officers received hands-on training in order to better understand the mechanics of school bus parts and how and why they wear. HES personnel displayed a number of defective school bus parts to assist IDOT officers in spotting defective steering, suspension and antilock braking components. This training enhanced the officers’ understanding of mechanical components on a school bus which in turn enables them to make sure students in Illinois are being transported on the safest possible school buses. IDOT officers benefited greatly from the HES training session and similar training exercises are currently being developed.
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