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NEW IN SCHOOL BUS SAFETY…
Governor Blagojevich signed Public Act 94-519 on August 10, 2005 that requires school bus drivers to turn off all noise producing accessories, including heater blowers, defroster fans, auxiliary fans, and radios before crossing a railroad track or tracks. The new law also requires that any school bus manufactured on or after January 1, 2006 must be equipped with a noise suppression switch capable of turning off all noise producing accessories including, but not limited to, those accessories listed above.

SAFETY TIPS FOR PARENTS…
Parents can help their children be aware of the dangers around school buses. Most school bus fatalities occur when children are outside the bus. Seventy-five percent of school bus fatalities involve children under the age of nine. Parents should make sure their children know and follow these rules:

1. Be on time at the bus stop.
2. Never run to or from the bus.
3. Stand back from the curb.
4. Don’t push or shove.
5. Stay in your seat.
6. Don’t yell or shout.
7. Always obey the driver.
8. Wait for the driver’s signal before crossing.
9. Always cross at least 10 feet in front of the bus.
10. Never crawl under a school bus.

Parents should coordinate with other parents to ensure an adult is present at the bus stop every day, especially when children under the age of nine are present. Parents should also be aware of the danger of clothing with drawstrings around school buses and other school bus equipment. Clothing and accessories with drawstrings can catch on playground equipment, fences, school bus doors and escalators and should either be removed, shortened or replaced with another kind of fastener.

STOPPING FOR SCHOOL BUSES…
Motorists are often confused about when the law requires them to stop for school buses. The following is based on Illinois law: When the red lights at the top of the school bus are flashing and the stop arm panel is extended, motorists are required to STOP at any location. This includes, but is not limited to, motorists traveling from either direction on a two-lane roadway; motorists traveling in any lane on a one-way street; and/or motorists traveling through parking lots.

The only exception to this law is as follows:

The driver of a vehicle upon a highway having four or more lanes which permits at least two lanes of traffic to travel in opposite directions need not stop such vehicle upon meeting a school bus which is stopped in the opposing roadway; and need not stop such vehicle when driving upon a controlled access highway when passing a school bus traveling in either direction that is stopped in a loading zone adjacent to the surfaced or improved part of the controlled access highway where pedestrians are not permitted to cross.

Flashing amber lights are activated during the last 100 feet traveled by the school bus before stopping within an urban area (200 feet outside an urban area). The amber flashing signal lamps serve as a pre-warning that the bus is preparing to stop. Flashing red lights and the extended stop arm mean that the bus is stopped to either load or unload school children.

Any person convicted of passing a stopped school bus will lose his/her driving privileges for 3 months and be fined $150. If a motorist is convicted a second or subsequent time within 5 years of the original conviction, his/her driving privileges will be suspended for one year and he/she will be fined $500.

If you have any questions regarding school bus safety, please call our Commercial Vehicle Safety Section at (217) 785-1181.

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY SCHOOL YEAR!
By Cathy Allen, Regulations Development Specialist
