MCSAP Staff Joins the Illinois State Police 
 
Many people share roadways every day with commercial motor vehicles.  These carriers are making every effort to share our roadways by keeping their vehicles and drivers in compliance with all the applicable regulations.  The motoring public and carriers do not always realize the serious shortfalls in equipment found, sometimes by no fault of their own.  Through the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety’s (IDOT/DTS) federally funded Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP), roadside inspections are conducted in order to save motorist lives. 

As part of the MCSAP grant, the Illinois State Police (ISP) in cooperation from 32 MCSAP staff at IDOT/DTS, took part in a total of seven special roadside enforcement details during its last fiscal year.  The overall results of the program were successful in removing problem commercial motor vehicles from the roadway.  These vehicles were removed based on standards developed by the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance.  This Alliance sets the standards by which both the private industry, federal enforcement organization and law enforcement agree that these violations are serious enough that the vehicle or its driver cannot continue, an out-of-service violation.  Once a vehicle is declared out-of-service, the vehicle must be either be repaired on site or be towed from the premises.  Likewise, if a driver is placed out-of-service, the driver must be replaced by the carrier to allow the load to continue or remain at the inspection site until they are allowed to continue once they are brought back into compliance.

During the largest detail of the MCSAP funding year, the national Roadcheck detail was held at multiple sites in both the Chicagoland area and throughout the metro-east St. Louis area.  Roadcheck is an annual program sponsored by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and is always conducted during the first full week of June each year.  This event is known throughout the motor carrier industry and press releases are often distributed through multiple vendor sites to make the motoring public aware of its approach.  During this year’s Roadcheck events, a total of 123 IDOT/DTS and ISP personnel performed 2,438 inspections on commercial motor vehicles over the 72 hour period.  During this time, 631 vehicles and/or their drivers (or approximately 26 percent) were placed out-of-service.  During the same time, IDOT’s Division of Highways, Bureau of Operations weighed 1,335 commercial vehicles and found that 43 vehicles were over the maximum 80,000 pound limit resulting in approximately $70,000 in overweight fines.

IDOT, MCSAP and ISP conducted four additional enforcement details.  Their efforts focused on speed enforcement, safety belts and load securement.  3,800 roadside inspections were completed during this time resulting in 1,070 commercial vehicles and/or drivers (approximately 29 percent) being placed out-of-service.  IDOT’s Division of Highways, Bureau of Operations staff participated in three of the four details.  They weighed approximately 1,600 commercial motor vehicles, issued over 100 tickets and fined the violating companies in excess of $150,000. 

The final two details focused on the proper transportation of hazardous materials.  During these details, hazardous materials are examined for proper packaging, shipping documents and the marking/placarding of the transporting vehicle.  During both the northern and southern details, 115 compliance staff performed over 2,200 roadside inspections in which 510 (or 24 percent) of commercial vehicles and/or their drivers were placed out-of service.  IDOT’s Division of Highways, Bureau of Operations staff participated in one of these details.  They weighed over 1,500 vehicles and issued 65 tickets generating more than $105,000 in fines.  

MCSAP continually works to ensure commercial vehicles are in compliance with state and federal regulations in an attempt to make Illinois roads safer. 
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