Fall/Winter 2008 School Bus Safety

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) reminded
students, parents and drivers of the importance
of school bus safety both on and off the school bus
during National School Bus Safety Week. The 2008
theme "AVOID HARM, OBEY THE STOP ARM”
taught Illinois’ school children to be mindful of hazards
any time they must cross the street and walk to
and from the bus stop.

“Many of our more than 2 million students either ride
the school bus to and from school or to an extracurricular
activity. While school buses are the safest
way for students to be transported, accidents do
occur,” said State Superintendent of Education
Christopher A. Koch. “Many accidents involving
school buses occur as a result of motorists who
attempt to pass a stopped school bus with flashing
red warning lights while students load or unload. By
observing National School Bus Safety Week, we draw
attention to the importance of bus safety in Illinois.”

School Bus Safety Week was established in 1966 and
is celebrated the third full week of October each year.
The goal is to educate students, parents and the
motoring public about the safety of our nation’s children
who are transported daily on yellow school buses.

"The number one priority for the Illinois Department
of Transportation is the safety of all those who use
our roadways, and this is especially true when it
comes to the safety of everyone who rides a school
bus", said IDOT Secretary Milton R. Sees. "IDOT's
Division of Traffic Safety has a rigorous school bus
safety inspection program and we work closely with
school systems across the state to ensure that our
school buses meet the safety standards all of us
expect. At the same time, drivers have an obligation
to make sure they follow the law when they see a
school bus on the road."

The American Public Transit Association reports that
approximately 400,000 yellow school buses serve
American elementary and high school students. In
Illinois alone, there are roughly 29,000 schools buses
operating. In all, about 22.5 million school-age children
ride yellow school buses to and from school
each day nationwide.
There are several new school bus transportation laws
that impact both motorists and school bus drivers.
For more information about school bus safety,
visit ISBE’s school bus safety section online at
www.isbe.net/funding/html/bussafety.htm.

The full 2007 Press Release:
www.illinois.gov/PressReleases/ShowPressRelease.cfm?
SubjectID=23&RecNum=6359
