Spring/Summer 2007 Share the Road
The Illinois Department of Transportation has initiated a new project to teach beginning drivers on what they should and should not do when encountering bicyclists on the road. To do this, nearly 2,000 DVD’s have been distributed free of charge to high schools, private driving schools and law enforcement agencies.

The department funded the project with a $20,000 grant to the League of Illinois Bicyclists, a statewide advocacy group which produced and distributed the video, titled “Share the Road – Same Road, Same Rules, Same Rights.”

The nearly seven-minute video is narrated by Robbie Ventura, a retired professional racer, teammate of Lance Armstrong on the former U.S. Postal Service team and a commentator on the Outdoor Life Network’s coverage of the 2006 Tour De France. The video illustrates a number of danger zones for motorists and cyclists and instructs them on how to react and proceed safely in the zones. The danger zones are defined by:

• Motorists passing cyclists too closely.
• Motorists failing to yield to cyclists when making right and left hand turns in front of cyclists.
• Motorists in parked cars opening their doors into cyclists.
• Motorists leaving driveways, alleys or side streets without looking for cyclists in the roadway 
  or on sidewalks and side paths.
• Cyclists legally moving farther into a lane to avoid dangerous road conditions.
• Cyclists moving across lanes in traffic to make proper left turns.
• Cyclists who ride illegally against traffic.

With the rise in Illinois traffic deaths involving cyclists, this video will teach new motorists and cyclists to follow the traffic laws so everyone can safely share the roads in their communities.
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